
The coalition government has produced a Health bill which proposes some 

enormous changes to the NHS. 

There are excellent responses from the British Medical Journal
1
 and The Lancet

2
  

Please write to your MP and local paper and tell your friends. I think the most 

important points are as follows: 

1. The changes are without an electoral mandate. Before the election the Tories 

promised there would be no more top-down changes to the NHS
3
.  

2. There has been no public debate and no adequate justification for the 

extraordinary degree of change.  The government is being dishonest about 

deaths from heart attacks and cancer  in order to try to make a case for change. 

Excellent overall rebuttals from Ben Goldacre,
4
 and blogger RedEaredRabbit.
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There is an excellent analysis of cancer statistics from a medical student 

writing in the Economist
6
 and a BMJ editorial on UK cancer survival 

statistics
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3. We are in the middle of a recession and yet the health bill proposes the 

biggest, most expensive changes in the history of the NHS estimated to cost up 

to 3 billion pounds that could and should be spent on patient care. 

4. The government promised: “We understand the pressures the NHS faces, so 

we will increase health spending in real terms every year.” In fact there will 

be a decrease in funding. 
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5. They are doing this without the support of doctors, nurses or patients. In a 

recent poll for the Royal College of General Practitioners,
10

 two to one were 

against the reforms. In a poll of 1,183 British Medical Journal Readers, 72% 

thought that healthcare in England would be worse or much worse in 5 years 

than it is now.
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6. At the same time as spending billions changing the structure of the NHS they 

are slashing NHS services and cutting thousands of NHS jobs.
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7. The NHS as we know it will be replaced with private and voluntary sector 

organizations, paid NHS money to do NHS work. They will have to be 

licensed with Monitor which will enforce competitiveness, registered with the 

Care Quality Commission and ‘Kite-marked’ with the NHS Commissioning 

board. NHS Hospitals will be forced to become Foundation Trusts and 

compete with these providers. If they cannot compete with others who have 

cherry-picked profitable hospital services they may be allowed to go bust. If 

they go bust they may be forced to close, merge (like these 3 West London 

hospitals
13

) or be taken over. 

8. Before the process of turning the NHS into a market began in 1990 GPs and 

patients could choose to be referred to any NHS consultant or hospital 

anywhere in the country without the need for expensive and time consuming 

commissioning contracts. The administration costs associated with 

commissioning will increase the need and cost of management. 
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9. Providers that GPs refer their patients to will be able to compete to give the 

cheapest service rather than the best quality at a set price or tariff. This has 

been shown to lead to a dangerous deterioration in quality.
15

 Competition in 

health care leads to higher costs and worse outcomes for deaths amenable to 

health care.
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http://www.bmj.com/content/342/bmj.d408
http://www.thelancet.com/journals/lancet/article/PIIS0140-6736%2811%2960110-4/fulltext
http://www.parliament.uk/about/contacting/mp/
http://www.badscience.net/2011/02/andrew-lansley-and-his-imaginary-evidence/
http://redearedrabbit.wordpress.com/2011/02/02/fact-evasion/%20http:/abetternhs.wordpress.com/2011/02/01/camerons-nhs-myths/
http://www.economist.com/node/21015173
http://www.economist.com/node/21015173
http://www.bmj.com/content/341/bmj.c4112.extract
http://www.bmj.com/content/341/bmj.c4112.extract
http://torylies.blogspot.com/2011/02/broken-manifesto-promise-number-97.html
http://library.constantcontact.com/download/get/file/1102665899193-434/LTNHS+Survey+Summary.pdf
https://sites.google.com/site/nhscutsmonitor/the-cuts-list
http://www.harrowobserver.co.uk/west-london-news/local-harrow-news/2011/01/27/merger-plans-for-harrow-brent-and-ealing-s-nhs-hospitals-116451-28066958/
http://www.harrowobserver.co.uk/west-london-news/local-harrow-news/2011/01/27/merger-plans-for-harrow-brent-and-ealing-s-nhs-hospitals-116451-28066958/
http://business.leeds.ac.uk/news-events/news-item/articles/2011/January/why-the-nhs-reforms-could-result-in-more-not-less-managers/
http://business.leeds.ac.uk/news-events/news-item/articles/2011/January/why-the-nhs-reforms-could-result-in-more-not-less-managers/
http://www.hsj.co.uk/news/finance/price-competition-could-raise-death-rates-experts-warn/5023349.article


10. To cover the extra costs, private companies are saying that patients will be 

expected to pay extra for services they now get for free.
17

 

We know that what patients overwhelmingly choose is a doctor who knows them 

and a local hospital that provides all the care they need. They didn’t vote for 

NHS money to go to private companies and their shareholders. 

Please write to your MP and tell them what you think and what you want from 

the NHS.  

Contact scrutiny@parliament.uk to make comments to the Committee 

scrutinising the bill before report stage. 
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